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General Information

District II is part of the California Youth Soccer Association in Northern California (CYSA).
The District includes the counties of San Mateo, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, San Benito, and
Monterey.  It is one of nine districts within CYSA.  The District is responsible for assisting
in the development, promotion and administration of organized youth soccer play for
CYSA-affiliated leagues within the district.  There are approximately 25,000 youths
registered in District II.

The CYSA Constitution and By-laws govern the District.  They can be found in the team
manual published by the CYSA State office each year.  The manual is also found on the
web site < http://www.cysadistrict2.org/index.htm>.  The District can impose rules and
regulations more stringent than the State but not less stringent (3:01:02).   The Leagues
may also have rules and regulations more stringent than the District but not less stringent.

The District holds meetings each month (normally the second Tuesday of each month at
Creekside Park, Cupertino, 7:30 pm).  Information from each District board position is
disseminated and discussed at the monthly meetings.   The League Presidents vote on
rules and regulations during the meetings for use within the District.  This booklet records
the general rules and regulations implemented by the League Presidents since 1999 for
registration, playing leagues, and general policies.  Some State rule interpretations, as
defined by District II, are included in this booklet.

The District maintains a web site <http://www.cysadistrict2.org/>.  The website contains
D2 and League contact information, coaching and referee information, registration and
playing league information, D2 meeting minutes, District news, tournament information,
links and much more.

Volunteer Note
All registered coaches and volunteers, by the process of their registration, agree to be
familiar and knowledgeable of:

- Team Manual, CYSA
- District II policies
- League Policies
- Club Policies, if applicable
- Information on CYSA, District II, and League web sites
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District Registration Leagues

# League Name
02 Almaden Youth Soccer League
03 Redwood Youth Soccer League
04 Santa Cruz Co. Youth Soccer League
05 Foothill Youth Soccer League
06 West Valley Youth Soccer League
08 So. San Jose Youth Soccer League
09 Alum Rock  Soccer League
10 Central Santa Clara Valley Youth Soccer

League
11 Santa Clara Youth Soccer League
12 Gavilan Youth Soccer League
13 Mt. Hamilton Youth Soccer League
14 North Valley Youth Soccer League
15 Orchard Valley Youth Soccer League
16 Los Gatos Youth Soccer League
17 Marina Youth Soccer League
18 De Anza Youth Soccer League
19 Central Coast Youth Soccer League

District & Other Play Through Leagues

League Name, District
Abronzino Playing League (U10 and older, class 1)
Delgado Playing League (U10 and older, class 3)
Recreational Playing League (U13 and older, class 4),
managed through the West Valley Playing League
District II Spring (U8 and older; class 1, 3 and 4)
League
West Valley Playing League (U12 or younger, class 4)
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Acronyms/Definitions

• FIFA = Federation International de Futbol Association
• USSF = United States Soccer Federation
• USYS = United States Youth Soccer
• CYSA = California Youth Soccer Association, North
• DC = District Commissioner
• DR = District Registrar
• LP = League President
• LR = League Registrar
• D2 = District II
• ILR = InterLeague Release
• Play-through league = Playing league a team registers in to play outside of their

registration league.   Other common names used are “playing league” or “game.”
• Leagues = The 17 leagues, named on page 4, are called the “Registration League “ or

“home“ for players and teams.
• Abronzino = District II, Class 1 Playing League
• C3PL = District II, Class 3 Playing League
• Delgado League = District II, Class 3 Playing League (new name for C3PL as of

February 2002)
• RPL = District II, Recreational Playing League
• SPL = State Premier League
• ODP = Olympic Development Program
• U(number) = under age (number) years of age
• Volunteer = person in a nonpaying position that normally works full time at another job,

often has children playing soccer, usually has a family, often coaches or manages a
team, and needs time for self occasionally.

The District counts on volunteers to let as many youths as possible enjoy playing soccer
and lead by positive example.
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District Board Positions

Position
Commissioner (State Board Representative)
Assistant Commissioner with the District Fields Committee
Assistant Commissioner with the District PAD Committee
Registrar (State Registration Representative)
Treasurer (State Treasury Representative)
Secretary
ODP Administrator (State ODP Representative)
Tournament Coordinator (State Tournament Representative)
State Cup Coordinator (State Cup Representative)
Association (Chevrolet & Tide) Cup Administrator
(State Chevrolet & Tide Cup Representative)
Referee Administrator
State Playing League Administrator
(State PL Representative)
Coaching Administrator (State Coaching Representative)
Rules /Revisions Administrator (State R&R Representative)
District Cup Administrator
Communications
Risk Management Administrator
(State Risk Management Representative)
Recreation Coordinator (State Recreation Representative)
Spring Coordinator
Abronzino League President
Delgado League President
League President of each league
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General Dates to Know
See Team Manual for more detailed calendar information.
Day Month Item
January • Review D2 web site for updates -- such as contacts for League Presidents,

League Registrars, zip code listing
• Order certificates of "Good Standing" from the IRS and State of CA for League

affiliation papers.
• Develop schedule of coaching and referee classes for league or with another

league; inform the appropriate District Board member.
• Roster deadlines for State Cup, Chevrolet Cup and Tide Cup "younger" age

groups
February State AGM often held this month; if physical team papers are not into the DR, no

one may vote from the team.
15 February League affiliation papers due to DC.
March • League Presidents to sign blanket interleague release form.

• Roster deadlines for State Cup, Chevrolet Cup and Tide Cup "older" age
groups.

01 March • Spring league registration deadline.
• State office requires the League affiliation papers or an additional fee must be

paid.
15 March CIF High School season ends
31 March Latest date for leagues to send a copy of their financial statement to the DC.
April Teams count estimate due to Abronzino.
01 April State Cup application due for U19 age group
15 April Next season's tournament calendar released.
01 May First day teams can submit applications for CYSA-North tournaments.
May • Competitive team registration papers through LR to submit to DR.

• SPL applications due
June Possible SPL qualifying tournament (often the last weekend).
July Abronzino and Delgado team registration due -- approved by DR
01 August Recreation practice may start.
August CYSA Manuals normally available
September Start considering "Coach of the Year" nominations.
01 September • Leagues must submit 75% of all monies and electronic registration to DR.

• New play season officially starts.
30 September Last date to submit proposed State Constitution and ByLaw changes.
October Submit "Coach of the Year" nominations to the DC (forms in the Team Manual).
15 October All physical team rosters to DR for count*.
November Even years, vote for DC.
01 November • State Cup applications deadline (except U19 Regional teams).

• DR checks for State Cup team "seeding" status.
• Tournament applications due to District Tournament Coordinator.

15 November CIF High School season starts
December • D2 Board appreciation dinner.

• League orders for next season's registration forms due to DR.
• Complete League tax forms, if financial year is January to December.

*Each league receives 1 vote per 50 or fraction of 50 teams registered to cast for electing or recalling a DC.37
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Special District Rules
Coaching Requirements
The District requires competitive coaches to be licensed to coach a team.27  The specific
requirements are found on page 15.  These requirements are meant to help assure that
the youth players are coached in a consistent manner, following the CYSA recommended
principles.  The training is also expected to help the coaches teach restraint to the team
players and parents to reduce the number of "incidences" in youth sports programs.  A
copy of the coaching license must be sent with the adult registration forms to register an
adult with a Class 1 or Class 3 team.5  In addition to a disclosure statement required with
registration, finger printing and background checks may be required of coaches and other
volunteers.
In order to help ease the financial burden on leagues and coaches, the District will pay for
the coaching classes to the D level, held by leagues in the District (2000-2003 seasons).32

The out of district D course will be paid for by the District in 2002.36

Leagues may require more credentials from coaches, such as CPR and First Aid classes,
but the District does not at this time.26

InterLeague Releases or Other Forms
A blanket InterLeague Release form (ILR) form may be signed each year to allow free
player movement within the District with signed leagues.  This release is voluntary and
must be renewed each year to allow easy withdrawal by a league.  Leagues not signing
the form must have ILRs signed for each player "into" and "out of" the league. 2

Youth players denied signatures by a league for release, transfer or other papers may
appeal to the DC.  The DC may sign the appropriate papers for the youth without the LP or
LR approval once discussions are heard.4

Guest player forms must be submitted by the Monday before a tournament to the DR or
they will not be signed.  Exceptions can only be made through the DC, if available.8

League Responsibilities
Leagues are responsible for team fees, bounced checks, tournament fees, fines or similar
when a team or player does not pay.9

The DC or appointed "play through league" representative will only return red cards to the
appropriate LP. 2  Coaches, players and families should not call the DC or other appointed
representative to obtain the player's pass.  If the pass is lost, the coach may contact the
LP or LR to request a duplicate card issued by the DR.  The DR must check through the
PAD Chairman to ensure the card is lost and the sanction time period has been
completed.
Leagues are responsible for evaluating a registered team's potential for appropriate class
play level.18

A 50% playtime for each youth player per game is recommended for all developmental
teams.  This includes Class 3, Class 4, and all under 10 teams.13
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Special District Rules (continued)
League Responsibilities (continued)
The leagues will pay into a field fund based on the number of players registered in the
league.  This field fund will be used to support field development within the District; the
development may be for a major new complex or league field. Any major complex
developed will have a Class 4 tournament scheduled with favoritism or exclusively for D2
teams.10   The fund distribution must be agreed to by a two-thirds majority of the LPs
present at a District meeting.24  The 2002/03 season field fund fee will be $4.00 per player.
The 2003/04 season field fund fee will be $5.00 per player.35   Field fund fees are to be
submitted to the District Treasurer; the check should be made out to "D2 -- CYSA."
Registration fees are to be submitted separately with a check made out to "CYSA." and
sent directly to the DR25

Leagues must monitor the behavior of their coaches and teams.  Examples:
1. Teams may not have misleading advertising, such as, "Premier xyz" or "xyz Premier"

when not already accepted into the SPL.4

2. Excessive red cards during the season for a player or coach should be reviewed.  The
player or coach reviewed may be banned or place on probation from league play.
[Abronzino has a cumulative team eight "red" card rule per season that will cause
league play forfeit.]

Sanctions and Guidelines
A coach playing an illegal player will be suspended for one calendar year and placed on
probation the year following his or her return to coaching.10 Example of an illegal playerà
transfer papers not completed or played before the date of eligibility.
The DC has interpreted player recruitment guidelines and sanctions for the D2 PAD
Committee and board.17 See page 14 for the interpretation.  Poaching will not be allowed.
Evidence or complaints need to be in written form to the DC or PAD Chairman.  The
interpretation applies to class 1 coaches talking to class 3 players and class 3 coaches
talking to class 4 youths, unless specific intraleague rules have been written.36

Referee abuse will have minimum suggested suspension times from the team manual
doubled by the District.  Leagues may add more time to the suspensions of higher
authorities.28

Leagues may add sanctions to players' "Red" card offenses as deemed appropriate by the
League PAD or board.  The League sanctions are not included with the State Cup
sanctions to be served at the following player's next State Cup competition.5 Adults must
serve "red" card time for the first team playing in State Cup regardless of what team is
playing.24

The LP and LR must monitor that players and adults with late season suspensions to
ensure that they have served their time before a new season pass is released to them.5

Finger printing is available free for non-profit organizations in Santa Clara County through
the sheriff's department.10
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Special District Rules (continued)
Tournaments and the District
In order for a League's team to participate in District Cup, the league must volunteer work
during the tournament.  The work may include but is not limited to hosting an age group,
providing referees and field marshals.10 Leagues will be responsible for own team District
Cup check-ins.  Coaches caught cheating will be suspended for at least one year.29

Leagues sponsoring tournaments should have their Tournament Coordinator attend the
State Tournament workshop held once a year.36  The District Tournament Coordinator will
compile a list of all D2 tournament applications for the state Tournament board and may
suggest age or class changes to league tournaments as requested by the state board.
This will allow a more even distribution of tournaments throughout the state for youth
tournament play.  League tournament applications received after November 1 will be
charged a $400 fee.21

Team coaches or managers must send CYSA-N tournament applications to the District
Tournament coordinator for approval.  Two copies of the applications must be sent with
the required fees and envelope addressed to the tournament.24  More information on
tournaments and application process can be found in the team manual and on the District
website.  The District website contains the requirements for District II tournament
applications which are stricter than the State requirements.

No pass/no play for any tournaments or InterLeague play.20

The game starting time grace period for late teams or teams without player passes is 15
minutes.20   The non-played game will be considered a forfeit unless extenuating
circumstances have occurred and agreement is made by the official governing the game
play.

Money orders are recommended for State Cup applications to prevent potential check
problems from disqualifying a team from play.32
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Money and Spending
Motions passed:
ü Money may be granted to each team attending out of town Regional games.5  This

must be voted and approved by at a District meeting each seasonal year.
ü The State has granted $5000 in outreach funds for District players requiring financial

assistance.13

ü D2 will partially fund the District Cup Play Day for U10 teams.16

ü The D2 Treasurer may issue checks for under $1000 without the DC signature when
necessary.17

ü The District will assist financially challenged ODP players with funding for State and
Regional ODP camps.18 This must be voted and approved by at a District meeting each
seasonal year.

ü D2 will pay for coaching classes during the 2001/02 season28 and 2002/03 season.35

ü The District will pay for referee classes for 2001/02 and 2002/03 seasons to help
combat the nationwide shortage of officials.32

ü Motion approved for the DC to distribute up to $6000 in financial aid for State ODP
players.27   This must be voted and approved by at a District meeting each seasonal
year.

ü Motion approved to pay $750. Fee for assigning referees for SPL games (2001/02 and
2002/03 seasons).30

ü Motion approved to pay RazorMatrix $3000 to maintain the D2 Referee Association
web site for one year (July 1, 2001, to June 30, 2002 and July 1, 2002, to June 30,
2003).30

ü The District can approve additional monies for player financial assistance if a written
request is made and the board approves the monies request.
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Play Through Leagues
D2 has several play-through leagues for teams.   Each league has specific rules of play
and requires a league representative to attend the regularly scheduled meetings.   Non-
attendance at the meetings could result in a League's teams to be ineligible for play within
the play through league.25  Abronzino and Delgado require a copy of the DR-signed
goldenrod from teams to complete registration in July.18

League Name Level of Play General Guidelines
Abronzino Class 1 Min. 11 players on roster, 25 teams maximum

per age group25

Delgado Class 3 Min. 11 players on roster
RPL Class 4 U13 and older
West Valley Play-
through

Class 4 U12 and younger

In-house Class 4, typically League play only with teams from same league
Spring League Dependent on number

of teams registering
Ages and skill levels will be mixed and matched
to allow the most enjoyable play possible for
team skills.

There is a State Playing League (SPL) for class 1 teams, U16 and older.   A
representative from the District will attend the SPL meetings.  The D2 teams in SPL will
play their games in Morgan Hill, if scheduling permits.7

The District 2 Spring League uses "paper teams" to play only within District 2.  The youth
players must be registered for the current season to play in the Spring League.38   District 1
teams may play in the Spring league with current season CYSA passes.  D1 or other
Districts'  U10 teams must play 8 v 8.22   Older D2 U10 teams, moving to U11 in Fall, may
play 11 v 11 games during the D2 Spring Soccer league play.22
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Registration Rules/Clarification in District II
Under 10 Team Registration Rules for District II
1. The maximum team size is 13 for InterLeague Play teams.18

2. No U10 teams may play up in any age division (such as U11 or U12) in InterLeague
play during the fall season.14

3. There must be at least nine U11 players on a U11 team at all times during the
season.14

4. The coach must ensure that U10 players receive at least 50% playing time during each
game attended.18 Leagues are responsible for monitoring this requirement.

Miscellaneous Registration Responsibilities and Information
Contact the DR for zip code/city listing of players residing in a league but playing in
another league.3 This listing may be useful in determining possible player migration to
other leagues and is easier for the League Registrars to administer than the use of
InterLeague Releases.  The listing is confidential and must not be shared beyond the
league board.
When a new coach moves into a new league, the league should request previous league
coaching experiences.  The previous registration leagues should be contacted about the
coach and team.13 Teams moving from one league to another should be investigated for
potential problems, difficulties and/or poaching issues.35  LP can refer concerns or
problems with adult volunteers to the Risk Management Administrator.
Player passes can be handwritten.  All passes must be laminated.37 Player passes are
required for all youths to play soccer.  Monitoring the use player passes for an in-house
league team is the responsibility of the league.34 However, referees are not covered by
CYSA insurance without evidence of registration for youths playing in a game.
ODP player names with bounced checks will be submitted to the DR for tracing (current
team and league responsible for money reimbursement). 10

Teams must have at least nine (9) of the original rostered players remain on the team
during a season or the team is considered dissolved and not qualified for State Cup or
Association Cup competition.37

Player signatures are not required on registration forms, or to match the player passes,
unless 18 years of age or older.32   Drivers licenses and California ID cards may be used
for proof of age and name for youth players.
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District II Poaching Policy

Player Recruitment Guidelines and Sanctions
CYSA Section 4:06:03 à  Any team which, through its responsible officials, officers, or
representatives, attempts to induce a registered player of any team under jurisdiction of
this Association to leave his/her team before the end of the current year shall be deemed
to have committed an offense for poaching and shall be dealt with by the Board of
Directors of this Association.

District II PAD Committee interpretation and Guidelines:
A coach may not, at any time directly or indirectly, approach a player for recruitment
purposes that is registered on a team.  This is both via oral and written communication
The coach cannot, at any time, be represented by third party (administrator, coach,
parent, or player) to recruit players.  Acceptable practice includes the public notification of
the team try-outs (e.g. San Jose Mercury Venture Section, League web sites).
Natural progression within the club teams to advance the players is encouraged and
should follow the club/league policies.  The league disciplinary committee should handle
internal issues.

Recruitment shall be defined as:
Making first contact with a player or parent from another team/club/league to
discuss their program with the intent to recruit.
Discussing their program with a player or parent form another team/club/league
(after being contacted first) without notifying the parents of the District II policies
and providing information regarding the appropriate league program in their
"home" area.
Using current players to persuade players from other teams/clubs/leagues to
transfer.
Providing incentives to players such as reduction in tees, trips, uniforms and other
equipment.
Using a position of authority to persuade or coerce a player to transfer.  This may
include adults involved with the District ODP program, adults involved with clinics
and soccer schools, adults involved with High School programs or other
nonaffiliated programs such as indoor soccer.

Violating the recruiting prohibition shall be sanctioned as follows:
First offense, the coach will be suspended from CYSA related activities for 90
days.  Depending on the circumstances the PAD committee may chose further
disciplinary actions.
Second offense, the coach will be suspended from CYSA related activities for
180 days. Depending on the circumstances the PAD committee may chose further
disciplinary actions.
Third offense, the coach will be suspended for two years.

CYSA related activities include games, practices, and team training assignments or any
Board position.

Violations shall be considered as valid with confirming proof including additional witnesses
to the alleged violation.  No written documentation will be required.  The appropriate
District II PAD committee shall adjudicate such violations.  Due process as per PAD
procedures shall be in force.  Alleged violations should be reported in writing to the
League as well as to the Assistant District Commissioner.

Each alleged violation shall be reviewed and shall be passed along to the appropriate
District II PAD for investigation and adjudication.
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District II Coaching Guidelines (Restated)

1. All Class 1 and 3 head coaches must have, at least, a CYSA "F" license at the start of
the 01/02 playing season.

2. All Class 1 and 3 head coaches must have, at least, a CYSA "E" license by the end of
the 01/02 playing season.

3. All Class 1 and U16 or older Class 3 head coaches must have, at least, a CYSA "E/D"
license by the end of the 02/03 playing season.

4. All Class 1 head coaches for U16 and older ages must have, at least, a CYSA "D"
license by the beginning of the 03/04 playing season.

5. All assistant coaches must have, at least, a CYSA "F" license.

6. New coaches to the classes or district must start with the CYSA "F" license and
progress up the appropriate licensing level as quickly as possible (generally nine
months between passing classes).

There are no equivalency licenses outside of the CYSA system for F, E, E/D, and D
licenses.  Discussions with the District Coaching Administrator and State Coaching
Director on previous experience may result in the time period between license classes to
be reduced.

There may be equivalent licenses for the USSF C, B, and A (A being the highest level
possible and last to take) coaching licenses.  The equivalency of licenses must be
investigated with the USSF National office.  The higher coaching level classes do not
replace District requirements.  The District is working to insure a uniform approach to
coaching youth soccer that the State has developed.
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Common Questions of State Rules
U10 teams are strongly recommended to play small-sided games.  There are no more
CYSA sanctioned U10 tournaments, however, individual Districts may have sanction U10
Jamborees.10

No casts, splints or braces allowed on the field by players.  Jewelry is also prohibited but
not always enforced by the referees.32 No headgear is allowed for players (unless it is for
religious purposes).24

The high school play season (CIF) dictates there be no club soccer play.  CYSA does not
schedule league or tournament play during this time.  [ODP players are grant special
dispensation for Regional and National pool play, if requested before the pool play dates.]
A CIF rules letter for high school play is normally sent out each year and must be read to
assure the interpretation has not changed.  Each CIF league may interpret the Rule 600
each year; make sure to check the interpretation for your CIF league.  The letters received
for the 2001 and 2002 seasons from the State CIF organization have been paraphrased
below32:

There can be no club soccer play after high schools season starts without
jeopardizing the status of the school competition.  The clock starts for high school
competition on November 15.  No high school coach may discourage or attempt to
negatively influence a student for non-high school team play before November 15.
A player does not jeopardize the status of school competition, or self, if playing in a
non-high school competition after November 15 -- if no high school competition has
been conducted.

All leagues are required to have 501-3c status and letters of incorporation by September
1, 1999. 1  [Amended to September 1, 2000, in August of 1999.]  This status allows
donations to be considered tax exempt and helps with insurance liability for the State
program.
SPL has new rules for the next four years, starting 2000.  The name will be the State
Playing League.  No district may reserve spaces for teams; only State Cup winners and
SPL champions will have spaces reserved.  There may be a qualifying tournament in May.
The registration league must certify that the team is class 1 to enter the tournament.  Note:
Teams that disband after the tournament must have the players "transfer" to other teams,
if the players continue to play.13

The ODP rules require players to "try out" within their district of residence or play.24  The
State ODP teams do not include U17 and U18 players.15

Risk management tip: Do not move an injured player from the field that cannot pick
themselves up.  Leave the injured player on the ground and do not restart the game until
qualified medical personnel arrive. 21

Two-man system of refereeing is banned by USSF.  Insurance will not cover referees
using this system.30  Registered volunteers serving as a replacement referee are covered
by the volunteer insurance with CYSA.
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Footnotes

Note # Meeting, mo-yr Note # Meeting, mo-yr
1 01-99 33 11-01
2 02-99 34 01-02
3 03-99 35 02-02
4 04-99 36 03-02
5 05-99 37 State Manual
6 06-99 38 Before 01-99
7 07-99 39 04-02
8 08-99 40 05-02
9 09-99 41 06-02
10 10-99 42 07-02
11 11-99 43 08-02
12 01-00 44 09-02
13 02-00 45 10-02
14 03-00 46 11-02
15 04-00 47 12-02
16 05-00 48 01-03
17 06-00 49 02-03
18 07-00 50 03-03
19 08-00
20 09-00
21 10-00
22 11-00
23 01-01
24 02-01
25 03-01
26 04-01
27 05-01
28 06-01
29 07-01
30 08-01
31 09-01
32 10-01
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Soccer Organizations

FIFA
Federation International de Football Association

P.O. Box 85, 8030 Zurich, Switzerland
011-411-384-9595

(www.fifa.com)

World governing
body for soccer

USSF
United States Soccer Federation

1801 S. Prairie Ave., Chicago, IL 60616
312-808-1300

(www.ussoccer.com)

United States
Division of FIFA

(since 1913)

District II
Boundaries include the counties of

San Mateo, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz,
San Benito, Monterey
(www.cysadistrict2.org)

One of nine CYSA
Districts in Northern

California
(~ 250,000 youths registered)

Registration Leagues (16) and
Play Through Leagues (3)

 Youth recreational & competitive,
80% and 20% respectively

 ~ 25,000 youth
players

CYSA - North
California Youth Soccer Association, Inc.

1040 Serpentine Ln., Ste 201, Pleasanton, CA  94566
925-426-5437; fax: 925-426-9473

(www.cysanorth.org)

Northern California
Affiliate of USYSA

(One of 14 states in Region 4)

USYS
United States Youth Soccer

899 Presidential Dr., Ste 117, Richardson, TX 75081
972-235-4499

(www.usysa.com)

Youth Division of
USSF

(Five regions,
3.2 million youths)


